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Who is GS1 US ?

ÅFormerly Known as the UCC

ïEstablished 1973 (think U.P.C.)

Å Implements the GS1 System in the U.S.

ï23 industries, 200,000 members in U.S.

ï1 million global members, 150 Countries

ï16,000 identified healthcare members in U.S.

ïUniquely identify products, assets, and locations

ïBar codes, EPC, e-Commerce, UNSPSC®

ÅVoluntary, Not-for-Profit, Neutral, Member Driven
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2010 GLN Sunrise

ñAdoption of GLN in Healthcare by 2010*ò
Global Location Numbers (GLNs)**

ÁGLNs are assigned by location owners

ÁGLN hierarchy is defined and maintained by location 

owners

ÁGLN Registry for Healthcare® is used to facilitate correct 

location identification

ÁGLNs are used in appropriate business transactions and 

processes between trading partners

*December 2010

**Unique Location Identifiers
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Global Location Number (GLN)

What is it?

ÅGS1 Identification Number

Å13-digit fixed length number that identifies: 
ï Physical locations: Hospital, clinic, retail store, warehouse, manufacturing 

plant, particular room in a building, warehouse gate, loading dock, 

vending machine, cabinet, circuit board rack, etc.

ï Functional entities: specific department within a legal entity, e.g., 

accounting department, returns department, etc.

ï Legal entities: whole companies, subsidiaries or divisions

ïGLN Allocation Rules   www.gs1.org

ÅExample new address  different GLN 

US
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GLN Registry for Healthcare®

ÅDatabase that solves the healthcare industry 

challenge of inaccurate location identification, by 

providing a comprehensive and accurate list of 

healthcare facilities with matching GLNs, to increase 

patient safety and reduce costs for everyone from 

manufacturer to distributor to provider.

ÅSingle Source of Truth 
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*August 2010
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Provider:  

Healthcare System Hierarchy 

Parent-Child Relationship



© 2009 GS1 US
v.082609

Manufacturer Example
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Distributor
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Location Identification Workgroup

subgroups

Å Recommended Practices for use in reporting/sales tracings  - 867 

(Manufacturers & Distributors)

Å Document recommended GLN change management process 

(includes add/change/delete process and hierarchy maintenance)

Å Best practices for account reconciliation 
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*December 2012

**Unique Product  Identifiers

2012 GTIN Sunrise

ñAdoption of GTIN in Healthcare by 2012*ò
Global Trade Item Numbers (GTINs)**

ÁGTINs are assigned to healthcare products

ÁGTINs are used in business transactions 

ÁGTINs are marked on appropriate packaging levels 

ÁGTINs are scanned at points-of-delivery to enhance clinical process

ÁGTINs are used in product returns and recalls

ÁGTINs are registered in a GS1 GDSN-certified Data Pool
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What is a GTIN?

ÅñGTINò is a Global Trade Item Numberá

ÅA globally unique 8, 12, 13, or 14-digit number that 

uniquely identifies products and services 

ÅAn identification number of the GS1 System, 

therefore unique and unambiguous 

ÅA global standard for collaborative commerce 

ÅExample 
ï GTIN encoded in a GS1-128 / DataMatrix / Databar
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GS1 DataMatrix (14-digit GTIN) GS1 Databar (14-digit GTIN)GS1 -128 (14-digit GTIN)
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Healthcare GTIN Allocation Rules

5.1.6 Declared change in net content

Any modification which leads to a  declared 

change in net content of a healthcare item 

requires a new GTIN to be assignedé
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Requires New GTIN

® 2009 GS1 US
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www.gs1us.org/hcptoolkit
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Contact:

John Roberts

jroberts@gs1us.org
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Premier Healthcare Alliance & GLN

New England Society Of HealthCare Management (NESHMM)

Oct 27, 2010



GLN Outreach

ÅAssigned & Validated GLNs to 31,814 Acute & Alt Sites

ÅFocused Discussions & Training with 87 Members & IDNs

ÅProactive Focus on Strategic Advisory Committee

ÅWeekly Calls ïTuesdays @2pm (Eastern)

ïdatastandards@premierinc.com to register

ïAd Hoc meetings also welcome

ÅMonthly Supplier Training since 2008

ï137 New and Existing Suppliers Trained  

(277 individuals)

ïOn-site visits with suppliers
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mailto:datastandards@premierinc.com
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GLN Ownership

ÅPremier Policy

ïEditor Rights granted after Registry Training

ïHandoff of Approver Rights at Provider Request

ÅComfort Level of IDN

ÅPrevent Novice Errors

Å38 Members controlling their Hierarchies

ïwith Editor & Approver Rights: 14

ïwith Editor Rights only: 24



2010 Sunrise Expectations (GPO to Supplier)

ÅContractual Obligations

ïSection 9.3 (since October 2008)

ÅGLN Required in Reports after December 2010

ïPremier Electronic Reporting Format (PERF) Guide

ïMember GLNs Available in Roster (Acute & Alternate Site)

ÅWith your customers (our members)

ïBegin using GLN in PO Transactions

ÅPO, PO Ack, Adv Ship Notice, Invoice, Fax

ïGLNs should be understood in Customer Service
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Premierôs Role ïContract Requirement
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2010 Sunrise Expectations ïGLN Transactions
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Providers

Allegiance Health

Banner Health

Geisinger

Summa Health

Suppliers

Ascent

Medline

Owens & Minor

Steris



Next StepsðMember Commitment
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Sync Load Transact

2 Months

1. Validate GLNs

2. Sign Declaration

3. Upgrade MMIS

4. Load GLNs

5. Use GLNs



Contact Information

Lalit Thakur
Director, Master Data Management

lalit_thakur@premierinc.com

704-733-5565

Carl Gomberg
Business Analyst, Master Data Management

carl_gomberg@premierinc.com

704-733-5534
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GS1 Industry Standards Update
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Tom Werthwine

Global Process Owner

Auto ID Technology and Data Standards

October 2010



Bar Code Options

ÅHealth Industry Bar Code

ïU.S. based

ïMed-surg companies

ïHard to use

ÅGS1 Bar Code

ïGlobal based

ïMulti sector usage

ÅJohnson & Johnson medical devices and diagnostic companies are migrating 

from HIBC to GS1 bar codes
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ñTwo standards in health care are 
no standards in health careò

Mike Brown, BSME, MBA
Director of Purchasing

UHC

/


Reasons for Migration to GS1 Standards

Reason 1

ÅGS1 organization is focused on health care as target market

ÅGS1 is driving customer awareness and demand

Reason 2

ÅGS1 offers health care more than the bar code

ÅGS1 Data Synchronization provides value

Reason 3

ÅGS1 standards are easier to implement

ÅGS1 standards are supported by more third party software providers
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Reason 1: GS1 US Healthcare Membership

Amerinet

Ascension Health

Atlantic Health

BJC Healthcare

Cardinal Health

Carolinas Healthcare System

Catholic Health Initiatives

Consorta

CVS Pharmacy, Inc.

Department of Defense/DMLSS

Department of Veteran Affairs

Geisinger Health System

HealthTrust Purchasing Group

Intermountain Healthcare

Johns Hopkins Health Systems

Kettering Health Network
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Louisiana State University Health 

Sciences Center

Mayo Clinic

McKesson

Memorial Hospital

Ministry Health Care Inc.

Munroe Regional Medical Center

New York Presbyterian Hospital

Novation LLC

OSF Healthcare System

Owens & Minor

PeaceHealth

Premier Health Partners

Premier, Inc.

Ridgeview Medical Center

Sentara Healthcare

Sisters of Mercy (ROI)



Reason 1: GS1 US Healthcare Membership (contôd)
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The Ohio State University Medical Center

UK Healthcare

University of Colorado Hospital Authority

University of Mississippi Medical Center

University of Southern California Health Sciences

University of Texas at Arlington

University of Virginia Medical Center

University of Wisconsin Medical Foundation

UPMC

Wellspan Health

Wright State Research Institute



Reason 1: Customer Mandates and GS1 Endorsements
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Source:  AHRMM.org Web site



Johnson & Johnson Health Care Systems Inc. (JJHCS)

Voice of the Customer Survey: 

Customers Moving Towards Global Data Standards 
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Not at All Extremely Interested

1 2 3 4 5

n=31 Source: JJHCS  2009 Market Research Initiative

4.50

ñWe're going to have one number for each product, so we're 

going to be able to find products a lot easier.  There will be a 

safety impact.  We're going to be able to do data analysis 

quicker when we compare products, so all the products are 

going to match.  Having one common location number across 

supply chain partners will make transacting a lot easier, too.  

Shipments would go to the right place.ò



Reason 2: Global Data Synchronization Network
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Data pool for consumer products

Data pool for MD&D products



Reason 3: GS1 And Hospital Software
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